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© To the Right Honourable 


LORD ARLINGTON, © 


Lord High Chamberlain of his Majeſties Houſtold; 
One of rhe Lords of His Majefttes moſt Honourable 


Privy Councill, &c, 
My Lord, Eo EEO: 
FP SI HOULD I ſay any thing, in 


- this Pablick manner , of Tour 
DJ; Lordſbips Merits , Worth , and 
DHPVY Parts both Natural & Acquired, 
though Flattery :t could not be, yet Vanity it 
would; becauſe it were to ſay no more than 
that, whercoF every man, who is not a ſtran- 
Yer to your Perſon, #s already ſatisfied. 
And totell the world how much,pn+ in what 
way, your Low{hip bath obliged me, is but 


"3 ail 


an Eaſy and Trivial kind of Gratitude. Bnz 
35 mean a Return as it is, I mu$St make This 
or None, For, as your Honours Soul 75 too 
Generous fo expect , and your Fortunes tog 
ample either to need or admit, a juſt Recom. 


penſe z ſo are mine too ſlender to make one, 


The truth 3s, where there is an utter Im- 
poſlibility to repay 4 Kindneſs, .it would be 
ſomething like Ingracitude ſo much 45 to ate 
tempt it ; and be, who doth but offer at a 
Return for Great mens favours, doth there- 
by derogate from them; he makes them leſs 
by thinking them capable of being recompen- 

ed. 
# But though it be too great a Preſumption, 
in ſuch a caſe, to attempt a Satisfacion ; yet, 
that debt , which can never be diſcharged, 
mu be upon all Occaſions, and now is upon 
Thx, Gratefully ackrowledged, 

But bad your Lordſhip never obliged me, 
by any conſuderable Kindneſs, to make this 
Publick Adreſs ; had not Gratitude nivited 
me to it, yet even Prudence would. For, 
ſuch # the main Subject of this Diſcourſe, 

that it can not be Entitled to any Perſon for 
zts Patron ſo fitly, as to our Honour. 
For 
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For the Perſons , concerned herein Sue pnpiic 
are the Mot , the Wile men of the Eaſt. he —_ 
And if this CharaGier of theirs be , as **&tw, & 


ſumma Stir 
. ſeveral Authours think, and our own Tranſ- tie poets; 
lation intimates, not ouly free from all im- ron Rage 
putations, but an Elopy and Title of Ho- 7 pr 
nour , to whom could I have more pro- range 
perly recommended the Story of theſe Great tr Colm 
Sages, then to your Lordſhip, who are, in FT 5. 
the and all other their Laudable Endow- *** 
tments, ſo hugely like them? a Perſon of 

ſuch eminent Prudence, Wiſdome, and un- 
derfianding, as to be ſingled out of Three 
Nations, as the fitteſt man therein, to bz 

made the Principal Secretary of State; and 

ftill to hawe the ſame Influence upon the 

Kin g of Great Britain , France, and Ireland, 

as theſe Wiſe men once had upon the 3 was. 
Baointug-- the Per {1an Monarch. 

Beſides , the Thing much concerned in 

this little Tra& is a Star, which being with 

5 the bigheft Badg of Honour, it was not 

poſſeble for me to Dedicate a ſubje& of this 

nature to any fitter Perſon than your Lord- 

ſhip, there being no man, whoſe bloud is 


not Royal, that doth more highly deſerve to 
WEAT ones | But 


| But whileft [do thus Publickly acknow2. 
; | | ledge my Obligations to your Lordſhip, I 
ſhall only contra} upon my ſelf new ſcores, 
and render my Debt ſo much the greater. Fox 
if it ſhall pleaſe your Honour to permit theſe 
Papers to walk abroad under the Protection 
of your Great Name , it will yet further oh. 
lige their mean Authour to pray for the con- 
tinuance of your Loraſhips Proſperity in this 
world, and the Aſſurance of your Felicity 
inthe next, which is, and ever ſhall be, the 


| 

| Earneft Petition of 

l | Your Lordfhips moſt obliged. 
Þ ar 
| | and humble Servant. Ca 
| | P] 
an 


Fran. Gregory, 


- 
- 


y St. Matth. 2. 2. 


I We have ſeen bis Star in the Eat; and are 
come to worſhip him. 


S the day of our bleſſed Saviours Nat '»i- 
Y2 19,15 commonly (tiled by Ancient Wri- 
ters Ocoparin, the Appearance of Ged , to Hon. 2.e 
2 02» this day, which is the 1elfth from that, geacrat.p.q03. 
and the laft of our Chrifimas Feſtivals, is uſually 
called *Emparia, the Epiphany, Or, Manifeſtatinns. 
The Names of Feſtivals ordinarily running in the 
Plural Number, as the a:ovvaz among the Grecians, 
and rhe Satyrnalia, among the Romans, and the 
IM, amonz the Jews 5 we are the leſs concerned 
to aflien a Reaſon, why our Em9p-r. ſhould do ſo 
H too. And yet dt. Auſtme, and perhaps from him "_ FEB 
St. Bernard, have left us this accc.unt. Tres apha E pgs E- 
- rattones (ominileemmun, exc, we read of Three Ma- piph. Ser. 2. 
nifeſtarions of our Lord; that ro the Wite men of 
the Eaſt, by the Appearance of a Stor at or near his 
birth ; That to St. Fobn Baptist, by a voice from 
Heaven 
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C 2:) 
Heaven, and the viſible Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon himat his Baptiſm ; and that by the. Miracy. 
lous Tranſubſtantiation of Warer into Wine to 
the Gueſts and Waiters at a Wedding. And if - 
all rheſe Appearances of Chriſt , according to the 
Tradition of Antiquity, did happen, as St. Bery. 
tells us, Una quidem.die,ſednon uno tempore, Mough 
nor in the ſelf ſame Year, yet upon one and the fame 
Go ny Day; we have a ſufficient reaſon, why that Greek 
Prop gt Father mighr ſtile it in the Plurall number, 5uicg 
35.1, 34 Higavioy , the day of Appearances. 

The Solemn Obſervation of this Feſtival is no 
kin to any of thoſe Jewiſh Feaſts, which were An. 
tiquited and Aboliſhed ar and by the coming of 
Chriſt ; nor yet is It any late Superſtitious inven- 
tionof any Party of men-; but an Anrient and 1au. 
dable uſage of the Chriſtian- Church. Indeed, 

_ ] read of fome, who refuſed ro obſerve it : Saint 
9 = of hg Auſtine tells us. Diem iſlum Donatite nunquam ct" 
lebrare voluerunt, The Donatiſts , thoſe notori- 

ous Schiſmaticks of thoſe rimes, whoſe Progeny 
and Spawn are ſome of ours, would by no means 
keep thisday. But as for himſelf, and indeed the 
whole Catholick Church, he thus profeſſeth. Nos 
hnnc diem kodie celebramus , we do now celebrate 
Wgp.izFpith, this Feſtival 3 and thar 12 unitate Gentium,accord- 
OP" ing to the uniform praGice of all Chriſtian Nati- 
Olrs, 
And that the Obſeryation- of this day was more” 
Anticnr than Sr, Auſtin's time, is evident, as from 


*-yprianus Zerhar forenamed inſtance of Gregory Nazianzen, 10 


PP 4 


-——— 7 he te IE" — ow Rats _- — —_ n —PY - _—m———_— — ” _ —————_—— _—_ 
——- rh OE IT . . 4 *< ang "1 ; 3: 
Cs E - ms . , , : - . _ - on <a - Goat oye ent 4 
. _ - 
. ' 
, 


C73 


mentions, Epiphania Solenpia, the ſolemn Cele- 
brarion of the Epiphany, | 

Thar, which gave the firſt occaſion to the An- 
nual obſervation of this day, and is ſtill the ground 
of irs continuance, was and is the great mercy of 
God in revealing the Birrh of his Son, and offering 
ſalvation by him, as well to the Gentiles, as to the 

WS. 

7 Thoſe Sele&t Perſons of the Pagan world, to 
whom God was pleaſed fo early ro manifeſt the 
Nativity of his Son, and ſo to bring them unto, 
Bethlehern, are ſtiled by the Fathers Primitis Gen- Fo th 
finm, the firſt fruits of the Gentiles. And who Cyprian. de 
theſe men were, and what information they had, 5! & Me 
thar the ſolong expetad Meſlias and King of the am 
Jews was now aQtually and newly born; we have 
this fair intimation given us by the Evangeliſt, and 
that from their own Mouths, We have ſeen his 


Star in the Eaſt,and are come to worſhip him. 
T he Text contains Three things conſiderable. 


I- The Perſons, to whom God was now pleaſ- 
ed to reveal the birth of his Son, Wee. 

2, The Occaſion, Means, or Inſtrument of rhis 
Revelation We have ſeen his Star, The ſame 
God, who thought firto declare the Nativity of 
his Son to certain Jews by the meſſage of an Angel, 
wasSpleaſed roreveal it ro certain Gentiles , by the ; 
Information of a Star, which Star St. Auſtine doth 248-1 Epi. 
therefore call Linguam Celi, The I ongue of Hea- aha 


yen, 
B 3. The 
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. 3. The Deſign and end of this Revelation ; the 
Tnrention , which God had therein , rogether 
with the uſe, which theſe men made thereof, We 
are come to Worſhip him; an ac, wherein. they 
did wiſcly comply with the purpoſe of God. 

I. The Firſt thing in the Texc 1s the Confidera- 
tion of the Perſons ro whom God was now plea(- 
ed to reyeal the Birth of nis Son , We, Which 
Perſons may be confidered, Firſt, As to their Na- 
73on. Secondly, As to their Tile, and Character, 
Thirdly, Asto their 2zality , and Fourthly, As to 
their Number. 

1. Theſe Perſons in the Text may be confider- 
&d as to rhe Nation, in which they dwellzand from 
which they came. 

The Evangeliſt ſaith only in General, They came 
ans «remand from the Eaſt , bur from what part of 
the Eaſt, he doth not tell us. Thar they came 

bag in - Un * Tlagony a6ea7, from the Perſians country, is the 

—_ —T ' Aﬀertion of St. Chryſoftom ; and accotdingly great 

Cbrift. gener. St, Baſil ſtiles them, {© Negaxr , Men of a Perfan 

Brag, 51 Z Extraction 5 - The fame Gregory Nazianzen 

Orat. 3. ſeems to intimate, when he ſaith 53 way war, Nega- 
x0», The Magick Art 1s a Per ſtar thing. | 

Thereare fome,who think, that they came from 

per Meſopotamia; St Cyprian ſaith expreſly, a flamini- 

bus Kthiopie, they came from the Rivers of Ethi- 

0pia. but, notwithſtanding theſe opinions, it is 

more probable that they came from Arabia. For, 

Srox, 1 loc. 4s Grotzx7 well obſer ves, Munera » JuE attulerunt, 

k.—_ mn Arabica ſunt, and ſo Maldonate, Iſa manera Patri- 

am produnt, whence they came, we may gueſs by 


what 


TH 


what they brought, Gold, Frankincenſe,and Myrrh, 
which were the great Commodities of Arabza the 
happy- 

This laſt opinion ſeems to be countenanced by : 

that expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt, which licterally be- F/#: 71420. 
longs to Solomon, but is thought to have had a ſe- 
cond complerion in Chriſt, The Kings of Taxſhifh 
and of th: Tiles ſhall bring preſents; the Kings of A- this 
rabia and Sheba ſhall off:r Gifts, which latter clauſe wcyn. 
St. Hierom, and our old Tranſlation, reads thus, 
Reges Arabum the Kings of Arabia ſhall offer gifts, 
and wWithal St. Hierom rels us, Hoc in Magorum mus 
neribus inchoatum: the firſt accompliſhment of this 
Prophecy, as It relates ro ourbleſied Saviour, was 
by the gitts of Theſe very men in the Text. 

Bur whether theſe mien were Perftans, or Ara- 
bians, or of ſome other Nation 'tis not much mate- 
rial, as to any concern of ours. Thar, wherein our 
Intereſt lierh, is ſure enough ; namely , that they Cyp.de Stel- 

VE ES . laet Magts, 
were none of the Jcwith nation ; but , as Sr. Cypri- 
an ſtiles them, Aaliemgens, Aliens and Strangers, Baſil.M. de 
"E91©- amM\orerouiuoy ms ©55 x, Eeyor, fatth preat St, Ba- os Chr, 
fit, They were men of the Pagan world; and,as Ze= 
gerws calls them, Exordium, ac Typws Gentium cre- 
diturarum; They were the Beginning , the Pat- 
tern, and Repreſentatives of all the Gentiles rhat 
ſhouid afrerwards believe in Chriſt. And, upon 
this conſideration, do we upon this day fol: maly 
bleſs our God for their acceſs to Chriſt, as being the 
firſt inſtance and Type of Ours. 

2. Theſe Ferſons in the Text way be conſidered 
as 10 that Title and CharaQter that is given them. 


B 2 The 


oe 


' CaPs 33» 


CY 
' The Fvangeliſt tells us in the Verſe immedi- 
ately before the Text. There came Wiſe men from 
Marian the Eaft ſo we z bur rhe Greek thus, There came 
ae! 5 


* 


f-fto plauſu Mdz1 » Magicians , a word of promiſcuous uſe , 


_ ſpientiſk= which ſomtime ſignifieth that which is Good and 


monk. gl laudable; and ſomerimes that which 1s Badand de- 
neratur, a6 teſtable 5 for : : 
—. 1 To bea Magician dorh ſometimes imply no 
ſan8iorque more than to be a very Learned and knowing 
- 25" man 3 and more particularly 1n that part of learn- 
Rhod. leRt. ing, which relates to the Sun, Moon, and Stars. 
amig.l.9, That theſe Magicians in the Text were ſuch on- 
ly in this firſt and commendable ſenſe, is the opi- 
Theephyl..nion of ſeveral Interpreters, *O: waz! 'a pear, Theſe 
OS. , Magicians were A#rogolers, {o Theophilaq ; Mun= 
teen, Ser calls them, Preciput federum contemplatores, 
Men very Eminent for their contemplation of the 
Stars, Which is in itſelf a thing fo laudibvle, that 
Maldonate ſuppoſerh the Evangeliſt to give them 
the Name of Magicians, boxorjs cauſa, as an, Elogy 
and high Commendation 3 as being a Title of the 
ſame nature with that of Caldears amongſt the 4ſ- 
fyrians, that of Gymnoſophiſis or Brachmanes a- 
mongſt the 1#dians ; that of Hierophante amongſt 
the Egypriers , and that of Druids amongſt the 
Ganles, all which are Terms of Honour and Ve- 
neration, 
And ſutable to this opinion doth our Tranſlati- 
on give them this favourable and friendly Charac- 
ter; There came ſe ex from the Eaſt : ſuch 
as the old Greeks tiled, *sopo?, the Sages of their 


Umes 3. as if God, being willing to give the whole 
' world 
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worid an early notice that he fenr his ſon to Re 
deem perſons of a// forts, inen. of all capactries, 
was pleaſed to reveal kis birth, as to ſome llitre- 
rateand filly Sheepheard among rhe Jews,ſo to lome 
Learned men amongſt the Gentiles. 

2. tobe a Magztien doth ſometimes fignifte to 
be a Conjurer ; one, that deals with a Familiar Spi- 
ritz 0ne,that receives Informations and Afſfiſtances 
from Hell. 

Such were Jamres and Fambres, "ArJpic ivepyaund” tiger 
ras, ſairh Numenius , Sacred Scribes or Prieſts of Numenio et 
Memphis, but withall Principes Magorum, the very «vane. 

cheif of thoſe Egyprian Conjurers, who, through 
rhe permiſſhon of God and help of the Devil, 
counterfeitcd the Miracles of Moſes, and thereby 
contribured a great deal towards the hardning of 
Pharaoh's heart. 

Such an one was that infamous Simon, Sirnamed | —_ 
Mags 5 who Was, aS Euſebius ſtiles nim, 0 2506, a 1. 2; 5 
a Notorious Impoſtor z one, that through the De- 
vils aſſiſtance proved ſolucky in his cheats, that,as 
the Evangeli5t faith, he was thought to be the great 
power of God, So ſtrongly had he bewitched the 
Citizens of Rome, Gs avJp:av7@ dyadion ore Ocdy nun - 
zu, faith Enuſebixs, that in. honour of him they e- he Hiſt. 
reged a Statue to him with this Inſcription. Sj. whe 
moni Sando Deo, To Simon the holy God. 

From this Black-art doth Eraſmus acquit rhe Eraſm. in 
men in the Text. Nemo maleficas artes ſomnict,$c. 
Ler do man dream that they uſed this deviliſh Art, 

and fo Munſter, Nor quod Migiam exercuzrunt, ſed Munſter. 
eam tenebant, ut confutare poſſent, They are called /* #97 
Magi- 
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Magicians , not that they themſelves did exerciſc 
that helliſh Art ; but that rhey learnt and under- 

ſtood it in ord: r to confure It. OY 
But although theſe Interpreters have fuch cha- 
ritable thoughts of theſe Magicians in the I ext; 
yet others there are ; who judge more hardly of 
Origen. them. For, vrigen ſeems to wentien them, as 
COD men Ielwoy iwalrms, that converſed with Devils; 
Baſ, and Great St. baſe! ſaith of them 7 URVTE US af 057 30) - 
bun.Chrtti 7x5, ec, They gave themſelves ro Incanrations, 


gererat, p, 


1.  SULAuſtin mentions /mpretas in Sacrilegris Magoruzm, 
Aug.ia the Wickedneſs and Sacriledge of theſe Magici- 
by 57. ans, and that they were ſuch in the worſt ſenſe, 
Grot. in Provabile eſt, "Tis probable, ſo Grotins, Nox dubinne 
vcwa. eft, Thereis no doubr, ſo Revanelins. 

And indeed this confiderarion of theſe Perſons 
1s very conſiſtent with the defign of Godin the In- 
carnation of his Son, whom He fent amongſt us to 
ſave fome of the higheſt Criminals, as well as 0- 

ther who are much leſs Offendors. Upon which 
bv, loa account, Celſu« iz Origen quarrels with our bleiled 
p.47. Saviour for choſing ſuch men to be his Servants, as 
WCre TEAGV24 x; 1a mel mvynegrerul, Publicans and Sea- 
men, both which were commonly obſerved to be 
Vile and Wicked Perſons; ſo impious, that they 
are [tiled ina certain Epiſtle, aſcribed to St, Bar- 
zabas, Xi mou dvouiey evouurten, Wicked even be- 

yond all wicked Examples. 

But what ſuch profane wretches, as Celſus, caſt 
aS a Reproach upon our bleſſed >aviour, was indeed 
the greateſt Argument of tis Goodneſs, and one 
main deſizne of his coming into the world ; for 

thus 
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thus he tells us,7 came to call Sinners to repentame , _ 
What kind of Sinners doth he mean ? Peccatores Drufus/e 
wP iZeyw, ſaith Druſius he means even the moſt Mer: 5. 9. 
Notorious Sinners that can be; anevidence where © 

of God gave the world betimes, in that he was 
pleaſed, by an extraordinary courſe, to reveal the 

birth of his Son, nor only to certain Sheepherds, 

thar more ſimple, harmlels, and innocent kind cf 
Perſons ; but even to-rheſe Magicians in the Texts 

who, it Sorcerers and Conjurers, as many ſuppoſe, 

were certainly ſome of the vileſt of men ; ſo vile, 

that tacy were todye without mercy by rhe expreſs 

law of God. And if ſuch as theſe, upon thelr 
Converſion, were not excluded from having a ſhare 

in the benefirs and fatisſaftion of Chriſt ; there is 

no finner ſo great, bur, if he will rimely come in, 

as theſe men did, he may yet find the fame Ac- 
ceptance. 

3. Theſe Perſons in the Text may be confidered 
in reſpec of their Station and Qualiry inthe world. 

AS to this, Zegerus rels us, Hand quaquam viros Zegerus 
vulgares ac Plebeios, Thele Magicians were Per- in {ocwn. 
ſons of no ſmall account ; St. Cyprian callerh them Pg ang 
Tantinominis Perſona, Men of a very great Eſteem Magi. 
and Reputaticn 5 men of high Authority in matters 
both Religious and Civil. Sozomen ſaith of them ,292%% 
Garg QUAL 71 isegTINBY Tizeony Yenox 6ihy GS mwen, Thelſe 
Magicians amongſt the Perſians did, as a Tribe 
of Prieſts, manage rhe whole concerns of their Re- 
ligion. Andas to matters of State, Socrates tells Sores 
US, oÞ% 5 [ipomy Bran Toney Jofuer. They were men _— Fo 


of great Prevalence agd ſwayed much with the | 
Perſian King. Iy 
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SO oreat an eſteem had the people for them, that 


Terul. adv. Textwiljarn rels us Mago03Reges fore babuit Oriens, The 


Judz-s. 
Poſt ablatum 


Eaſtern nations did commonly ele their Kings out 


Mego Imperi- of their Magicians. And that theſe very men in the 


um &c. $:0. 
de Ira,l 1. 


Text were Kings rhemſelves, is the opinion of ma- 


Theophyl. in Y + TheophylaGt {tiles them INspornss Baoixas, Perſian 
Math, c.2. Kngs. St Cyprian ſaith apparuit ſtella Regibus , the 


Maldon in 


{8cum. 
Drufius #1 
locum. 


ſtar appeared to the Kings, not that any of rheſe 
was 65 uizes Baoiad's the great P erſtan Monarch, but 
that every one of them are thought by rheſe and o- 
ther Authors to have been Princes. 


And perhaps God Almighty, by ſending theſe 
great men to wait upon his Son, might inrend to 
give the world an early intimarion, that the deſign 
of his Incarnation was to fave men of al rankes & 
Qualities, in evidence whereof his birth was re- 


vealed, as tothe ſheepberds being men of low degree 


and {lender forrunes , ſo to theſe Magicians inthe 
Text who were Perſons of great wealth & Honour. 

4- Theſe Perſons inthe tcxr may be conſidered 
1n reſpe& of their Number. 

The Evangeliſt, not telling us how many theſe 
Magicians were, hath left 'nterpreters at liberty to 
make their own Conjecture. Some have thought 
them Fouit:en, others Twelve ; bur the moſt re= 
ceived opinion 15,that rhey were but Three, whoſe 
Names were, Jaſper, M:ichior, and Ba'thaſar, 

Thar Three they were, is gueſſed, becauſe the 
Eveange'ift doth ſill call them Mdy: Magicians, 
not in the Dual, but Piural Numder ; and that there 
but Three, is believed, becauſe their Gifts were no 
more. For uhis S.Auſtize 15 very polttive,Tres ſunt, 


(12 ) 


& finguli ſingula offerunt. Three they were, and 
each of them brought his Particular Preſent ; one 
his Gold, ano:her his Frankincence , and the 
Third his Myrrhe. 

And who can tell but that God was pleaſed to 
reveai the birth ofhis Soa to ſuch a ſmall number 
of theſe great and rich men, to ler us know be- 
times, that the greateſt part of Converts to the 
Chriſtian faith ſhould conſiſt, as it certainly did 
in thoſe early ages, of Mezn and Inferiour Per- 
ſons, athing, which the Enemics of our Religion 
did obſerve and laugh at. 

[r was the matter of Julian's ſcoff, that the Pro- 
feſſours of Chriſtianity general:y were, as St. _ Chryl. iz 
Chryſoftomexprefleth ir. *Outmz , jnfar wires, rvve- get rhwonmg 
0, Servants, Nurſes, Midwifes , Eunuchs, &c. Fel. Oaav. 
So hein Minucius Felix, who calls them Profane 
Conjurationis Pleos, and again, de fewce infima (ol- 
lei, the profane Rabble, the very Dregs and 
Scum of mankind ; as ifthar calumny of Cel/us had _ 
been true, wderlk ayoormw T5 mmeuuiros, wndieis opts, fc. Origines 


, ; adv. Celſ. t, 
No man, thatis Learned, or Wiſe, muſt a Proſe. 30. p. x37. 


lyce to Chrilt. 

T hat theſe General Imputations were uttery 
falſ, we have, beſides other Inſtances, a fair In- 
timarion in the T:xt-z wherein we find ſeveral 
perſons, miraculouſly brought unio, and certain- 
ly believing on the Son of God, who were men of 
a very. Coltfiderable Quality and great eſteem in 
the World. Bur withal, it was the obſervation 
of St Paul, not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not , c, 1.16 
mot many mighty, not many nobie are called. a 

ſuc 


ſuch were theſe Magicians, ogoi, Men of grear 
wiſdome, rzwi, Men of great Authority 5 and, 
| 1 Cor, 2,26, that St, Paul's Character may exactly anſwer their 
condition, 'tis very Probable, thar they might be, 
Evy416is, Men of noble birth roo, Now, though 
ſome Perſons of this high rank and Quality were 
fo early brought to Chriſt yer, according to rhe 
Apoſtles aſſertion, they were & mwo? not very ma- 
ny. They are preſumed to be but Three, which 
might be looked upon as a ſad Preſage and In- 
ſtance, that the furure number of great men, which 
(ſhould in after ages believe on Chriſt, was like to 
prove but ſmall. And ſo we paſs from the Per- 
{ons, to whom the birth of Chriſt was now reveal- 
ed, to conſider. 


| | | -  2., The occaſion, Inſtrument, or means of this. 
| Revelation 3 and that lieth in thoſe words, we 
|? have ſeen his Star in rhe Eaſt, *x» dana, at its: 
|  Hammodus 15g, ſo ſome 5 but moſt Jnterpreters read it, as 


$ we do in Oriente in the the Eaſt. 2. e. Eaſtward- 
LE | _ from Hieruſalem. 
Il Concerning this. Star in the Text we ſhall en-. 
| quire into theſe Four things3 1. what kind of Star 
Fang this might be. 2. why this Star is. called 'agiy wr, 
= His Star, our. Saviours: Star, 3.. when this Star 
| might firſt. appear, and. 4. How.theſe Wiſe men 
might know rhis Star to be the Star of, Chriſt, 
| and what:rhey migbr gather from ic. 

I. Thefirſtthing conſiderable about: rhis Star 
ig the-Text-is it's. Nature and Quality, what kind. 
of: Srar It might be. EE 7 | 
| Thatit wasindeeda very: Glorions light is gee 
| nerally 
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nerally agreed en 5 St. Cyprian calleth it, Precla- Byron 
7i luminis [t.1lam, a. Star of eminent ſplendour 5 So 
exceeding bright , what, St. Chryſoſtom ſairh of it, chro. 


AKTIVG; Epixnoer haergs, IK out-{hined the very Sun it Hom.s. 7% 


Mattheum, 
{clt, ALLN Eun 


LS 


Bt waat kind of Starit was, whether it were ,;-;....,, 
ſu -þ as the ſame Father ſpeaks, *t pig n 37 3+: peovor, a1 Prodeginm 
in Nature and Reality, or in Appearance only, 'tis Pony SIA8S. 
a thing very uncertain. for Is. : ah 

I. yome few there are,who imagine,that ir might _ 
be a Real Star 5 one of thoſe luminous and heaven- - —_ 
ly bodies, which God creared in the beginning. . 

And as for thoſe difficulties, wherewith our Sar, ,0w'@ av 
in this notion, would be attended, arifing from irs *t 7 , 
Mocion, Station, and other Circumſtances ; the fa- *Y; 4 
vourers of this opinion do anſwer them ali only by Þ*.. wang 


\ 0 


; | X NET ON. 
appealing to the Qmniporence of God. They tell 0r;zen ;« 
ns, thar Gold, with whom all things are poſſible, the Joan: p27 
fame God, who did make the Suz fland $1ill at one 
time, and perhaps go back at another ; might, and 
peradventure did, by the fame Almighty Power, 
remove ſome glorious Star from its proper Orb, to 
the lower region of che Air, to be 4##565 Xevs, the 
Torch-bearer of his Sun, to light him into the 
world, and to guide theſe Wiſe-mento the place of 
his birch. Bur | 

2. The Generality of Interprerers are of ano- 
ther mind, and do think that this Star in rhe Text 
w.Sonly Equivocally ſach,as having the Name and 
Reſemblance, but not the Nature and Quality of a 


Rcal Star. 


B{.M-de bu- 
SteBoſil tels us that it was, Oudds Ao oy wy Axgor,nOt mana Chriftt 


> 
> 
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Greg. Nyf. of the Real Stars ; Gregory Ny// ene, calleth ir, 
in diem Chriſt, gaudy T4 1146100 79 X&T ve9'0r Savua muy, one of the New 
gone  Prodigies of Heaven; and as for St. Chry/oftom, he 
Hom, 6.in delivers his opinion thus, 'Ov # waver as 5 Avg i707 
Mather. =, This Star was none of thoſe numerous ones, 
which were made at firſt. And for this opinion 
there are ſome probable Reaſons given 3; for 
I. This Star was ſuch, as had never been ob- 
ſerved or ſeen till now. 

Orig.adv.F So thought Origen,Kayy #) rowtep,we judge this 
Cell 11-9-45- Star tO be a New one, ſo new, that St. Ckryſoſtom: 
6 in bn | files 11 '4acie Eires,a Star that waSa Stranger. Accord- 
Aoenpoter ny ingly S. BaſIſtiles it *astex aovriits, an Unuſual Starz 
een.p. 591. ST, Auſtine calls it Sidus novum, an again, Stcl ans 

Aug. Ser. 5,* 1g»0tiſſemam, a New Star, amoſt Unknown one z 
& 7. Eppv. nd tells us withal, that aSit never appeared before 

this time, ſo was it never feen any more after 
it had once conducted theſe Wiſemen to the place 
of our Saviours birth. Bur 

2. The Region, wherein this Star was ſeen, was 
much Lower than that of other Starts. 

Origen,advy., For Whereas orherStars are fituared, as Origen 
Cclſ.1.1.p.45. ſpeaks, 'tv 79 «may x1 7 agwmego cediears, Either in 

the Firmament it ſelf, or in thoſe Orbs, that are 
next below it; this Starin the Text was ſeen far 
below the Moon, and near the Ground, Thus Sr; 
bo; rob Chryſoſicm , To ed valnaop als Fn 2a7tÞn, T his Star 
leaving the Altitude of other Stars came down J 
Theophil.in but how low did it deſcend? 7 heophilad? anſwers, 
lecam, IlegoyeiTIgs woper©r Cc it Came down fo low, aS to 
be 2 near neighbour to the Earth 3 much nearer 


then any other Star, even in its Perigeo; ſo near, 
thar 


| C103 
that it ſeemed to ſtand juſt over our Saviours head, 

And indeed there was a neceſſity, that this Star 
ſhouid thus Deſcend , becauſe otherwiſe ir could 
not have done thet work, for which, it was deſign- 
«fd ; for the buſineſs which it had to do, was 10 
condudt theſe Magicians, nct only to the Country 
or T0%n, but to the very particular Houſe, where 
our S:viour was, which work it could never have 
done,had ir been atthe ſame height with thole other 
ſtars waich ſhine and are fixed above. For although 
ſuch and ſuch Stars or Comets raiſcd up high, may 
be gueſſed ro be Perpendicular and Vertical to ſuch 
and ſuch whole Kingdomes and large Nations of the 
wcrld ; yet thar any Star, ar fo vaſta diſtance, 
ſhould dire@ly and certainly point ar any Particu- 
Jar Houſe, and that bur a Litle one too, as this Star 
viſibly did, no intelligent Perfon will imagine, 

Upon which account St.Chry/oftom ſaith Keamge'; 
ety vu T ToToY , This Star came down, and ſo EVen 
without a Parallaxe, ſhewed theſe Wiſe men the 
place, where our Saviour was. And if ſo, if this 
Star in the Texr was {0 much lower then all other 
Stars beſides ; we may conclude, that, if there were 
no Miracle in the caſe, it could not be any of rhar 
glorious number. ; 

3. This Star in the Text may well be thoughr 
to have been much leſs then any natural Star what. 
ever. I 

St. Paxl tells us, andour own Eyes may do ſo 
too, One Star differs from another Star in glory : 
They differ in D-grees of their light,and in Quan- 
tity of their dimenſions, . For, it our Mathematici- 

ans 


x Cor.t5. 


Reckerm. 
SyS. Aﬀtron- 
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Gaffendus ans do not misinform us, there are (everal Stars, 


Inflitet. Aftr. imes bioger then the whole 'Ter- 
; Ace ag. That are an T08 times b199 


Galaxia C@- reſtrial Globe : whereas thoſe Zv TaaatZia » in the 
ih wy wa Milkey way, if Stars indeed, are ſuppoled to be far 
pr moge,og leſſer Gemmes 3 Srellule, diminutive Stars, fo do 
Sporades v9- Aythonrs ſtile them. 


pwr wa But how ſmall ſoever any Star among the Six 


Fromondas feveral Magnitudes, may ſeem to be 3 we may rati- 


pra I. 2, onally preſume, thar this Star in che Text, lowwith- 


ſtanding its glorious light , was yet far leſs, For, 
had it been of any fuch Magnitude , as came any 
whit near to that of - ther otars, it could never have 
1«d the Wiſe men ſo diredly, as it did, to that Par- 
ticular place, where our bl-f]*d Saviour was found 
by them. For, had the Circumferenceof this Star 
beenany way proportionable ro that of other Stars; 
when it came to Bethlehem, and there ſtood ſtill, 
it-muſt have hung,, like a Vaſt Canopy, nof only 0- 
ver the whole Town , bur the whoic Country 
rounditz and ſo having an equal aſp & upon ail 
the Houſes there, it muſt needs have lefr the Wiſe 
men vety uncertain,which might be rhe right One. 
Bur fince we have a very fair intimation from the 
Evangeliſt, that, by theRtanding (till of this Star, 
the Wiſe men were cnabled fo readily to know and 
diſtinguiſh the Houſe, where our Saviour was,from 
all its Neighbours; we may thence inter, that 
this Star was ſolittle, as to be no real Star at all. 


4 The Motion of this Srar in the Text differ- 
ed ftom the common Motion of all other Stars be- 
fides. And thisdifference lay.in.T wo things; : 
I, This 


his 


( 81 ) 


I. This Star in the Texr. did not take the ſame 
Cotfrſe with orher Stars, 

St,Chry/oſtom tels usiux Far dale murlu BadiCor if8v, INT: 
Never did any Star go the ſame' way with rhis. Waith, bo 
For, whereas the Sun, Moon, and other Heavenl 
Luminaties do move from Eaſt to Weſt , rhis Star 
moved, as the {ame Father ſaith, ATI "Ag Ts Cs 
pemmpPeay, from the Bear, 3. e. from the Notth to the 
South , a Motion, ſaith Grotius, Preter naturam, 

G* citra exemplum, Preternatural, and without Ex- 
ample. 

2. This Star in the Textdid not move with that 
Uniformity and Conſtancy thar other Stars do. 

The Fixed Stars have indeed, as Gregory Nyſſene , Sreg. Nyl. 
wordsir, atewexivmm , a Station ſo firm and ſetled, 0m oF 
thar they never move, except it be as Parts of, and 736. 
rogerher with their own Orb. Andas for thoſe _ _ 
few other Stats, which have a Diſtin& and particu yj;u, corere- 
lar Motion of their own, s avo:) + wriozos, ſaith the rumqie ſupra 


. lunam mean= 
fame Father, Their Morion never ceaſeth: rum a 


Bur this Star in the Text ſeemed to be of a dou- nec heſirat 
ble or midle Nature, Kyiows wg og vros, faith hey 41m, nec 
, 2. Raft 1b. hop cu a eb. - TOO. SC 
It ſometimes moved , and-it ſometimes ſtood ftill 5 wamratiun. 
fore them, bur by and by, *#,, It ſtood; a ſufficient 
Argument to prove , that, if there werenothing 
Miraculous in it, it could not be a Real Starz no 


Fixed Star, becauſe it ſometimes Moves; no Pla- 


' ner, becauſe it ſometimes ftood.. Bur if it were 


indeed no Natural and proper Star, What was it 
then? There are Three opinions about it : 

x. Some think this Star in the' Text wasmothing 

| elle 


r.GLM, de Elſe but 2 Blazing Star or Comet , kin to theſe, 
bum. Chr.fli which St. Baſs] files aoxifs, Biwrar, Or as O7vgen 
gene. 59% calls them, [11969 Tlegwyiz, railed at this junature 
Origcn adv. p | ; ; | 
celſ. 1.1.p.q5- of time by rhe over-ruling providence of God, pur- 
poſely for this Occafion. Has 
Bal.ur ſors STE» Bae] himſelt contradicts this Opinion, and 
ogives his Reaſon , why This Star could nor be a 
POEr Ry Comer, rhus, x30 dx) vumol x} 4v rare wry Cc (C0- 
bet ſwam ſe- Mersare Fixed, Linmoveable, and fo Circumſcribed 
"jag 1% by their 0v n matter in ſome particular places, as 
vale ai this Star was not. But, I find that 07zgen had other 
is inawrly thoughts concerning ir, md 618 audmy i) voultopdy, 3- 
| Kowine, mit Key), &c. We {uppoſe this Star to be the ſelf 
Evi. fl 3: fame kind with Comets, &c. Sohe, and many 0- 
Orig ubi ſupr. ther So But, : 

2. There are ſome, who think that this Star in 
the Text mightbe rhe Ever-blefſed Spirit of God. 
As if the ſame >pirit, who was pleaſed afterwards 
to deſcend in the ſhapeof a Dove ar our Saviours 
Baptiſm ; had alſo deſcended now ar his Birth, in 
the form of a Star, that ſo ne might Viſibly atrend 
the wonderful Nativity. of mh.:t Biefſed Babe, whom 
he had already ſo miraculouſly framed in Ris Vir- 
gin Mothers Womb. 

3- There are others, who think that this Star in 
the Texr was, not the Spirit of God, but ſome one 
of His glorious Angeis. 

Weread that an Angel was imployed to declare 
the Conceprion of Chriſt co his Mother, His Birch 
to rhe Sheepherds, and why nor to theſe Wiſe 

Chryſoft. in Men £00? gt. Chry/oftom calls this Star avraws Ay- 
Matth.om.s. yarn, an Angelical Power, and afrer him 41heop hi- 
| la#, 
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[aF, Atiaus *Ayyermn as Tor Acters exon, AN Ange. Theophil. iz 
Iical Power app-aring in form of a Star. —_— 

This Conjecture 15 grounded upon the Motions 
of this Star, wherein 1t ſeemed to be guided with 
a great deal of Reaſon, even like thar Pillar of the 


" Cloud , which of old divided betwixrt the Camp Ed. 14.36 


of Iſrael and chat of Egypt. For 7 heophilatt tels Rb 
us. Kirewrror of Meajuv, ©. When the Wiſe men ved: LES 
went forward, the Star moved 3 and when they ***** aryl 
reſted, the Star ſtood ſtill, ad; Fe g's 
: on : ersd cu, o 
To this Sr. Chriſoſtom addes another Circum- lors 
ſtance to prove thts Star to be Aozcrwniriu Neawy, a mo por} + 
moſt Rational Power ; and that becauſe it did ej- n&nus,&c, 
ther Conceal or Shew ir ſelf, according as the De- po 8 
fign of God and the Exigence of things did ſo re. © 523 
quire; asSif this >rar, according to that of the old 
opinion of the Platorrcks, had been endued with 
Senſe and Reaſon; and had ſome glorious Angel, 
nor only co aſſiſt, but even to inform it too, And 
thus much for the Nature and Quality of this Star. 
2. The ſecond rhing conftderable about this Star 
is the Relation, Wherein it Stands, The Text 
ſtiles ir, His Star: bur why His? 
Doubtleſs, there is no Star whatever bur is our 
Saviours right ; they areall His, becauſe he Made 
them ; they are all His, beeayſe he Upholds and 
Over-rules them. Bur this Star in the Text was 
His for a more peculiar reaſcn. St. Bail ſaith of itz Bir. M. de 
nrds # 294 Tere vTxe3, It waSſome Perſons ſtar, and 5m. crifts 
purpoſely made forthe ſervice of that Perſon, who *"** 193. 
thar Perſon was, and what Service it did him, Gre- GN 04; 
gory Nazianzene tels Us, XerrF anger tay gptdinoer, It 4-f-11k 
declazed 


mA. EE om ty, A 
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declared the Advent and Preſence of Chriſt 
Cypr.de Stet Wherefore St. Cyprian calleth it, Paronli nati In- 
yo” cher, dex : and fo Tertallian, Index & aux : and Origen 
Tudeos, ”” Þile it, SraxorO- + ſromw; 'InoF, All which exprefit- 
Origenesin Qng are {0 many Intimations, that this Star was call- 
qc 97> ed His Star, becauſe it was deſigned by God to de- 
clare the birth of His Son, and to guide the Wile 

Koun mt 4H- Men to hims Pur ; 
x7 Pamd- 3, The Third and laſt thing conſiderable about 
&r Hexis this Star is 1ts Significancyz what there was in it, 
Hi77%6 that could move theſe Wiſe men to believe, thar ir 
1 48?9 yas indeed His Star z ſuch a Sar, as did certainly 
"Bali, M. de fignificy that the promiſed Meſſas was,now actual- 

bn. chrifti 1y and newly born. : 

Te, ow, St. Chryſojtom ſaith well , *ov rin agorouia; rew?, 
5. is Math, Tt was not poſſible for theſe Wiſe men ever to have 
known the birth of Chriſt from the bare appearance 
of this Star without the Concurrence of ſome other 
Circumſtances, which might contribute their Evi- 
dences too. For, although along and frequenr 
Obſervation hath taught the world, that Comets do 
Orig, adv. gfren portend peragions Banxany, ſaith Origen 5 Nows 
hy _ Imperia ſaith Grotizs, Tranſlations of Kingdomes, 
and Changes of Government : yer rhat a Particular 
' Prince ſhould be born, ata Particular time, in aPar- 


ticular Town, to Rule over a Particalar Nation, is 


a thing nar tobe conjectured , much leſs Conclu-- 


ded, 2s this certainly was, from any Star. 
Wherefore 'tis generally believed, that this Star 
did only give theſe Wiſe men ſome little Intelli- 
gence thereby to prepare them for a Greater ; that 
God was pleaſed to deal with them, as being Aſtro- 
| logers 


6. 
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jogers, according to their Art 5 and by the Infor” 
mation af a new Star to fit them the betrer for ſome 
other way of Revelation. About which, there are 
theſe Three Opinions. | 

i. There are ſome, who think that God might 
be pleaſed to reveal the birth of his Son to theſe 
Magicians by the Teſtimony even of thoſe very De- 
vils, with whom they-are ſuppoſed to have had very 
frequent dealings. 

Bur, whether theſe Devils themſelves had yet any 
certain informarion concerning the bitth of Chriſt, 
is a thing, which admirs of ſome debate. *Tis 
rhought by ſeveral Interpreters, thar the Devils 
had no certain knowlede of our Siviours Perſon 
till afrer his Bapuiſmand Temptation in the Wile 
derneſs; and ris probable enough, rhat God might 
conceal his birth from them, leaſt otherwiſe they 
ſhould have raiſed more bloudy Tyrants, than one 
ſingle H-rod to have deſtroyed him in his Infancy. 

And yer ſome ſtrong ſuſpitions of his Birth the 
Devils mighc have from ſeveral Circumſtances; for 
there were ſuch and ſuch things already done in or- 
der ro it; the Prophecies, which concerned it, 
were Accompliſhed, the Time was come, and the 
Birth of their Meſhas was now grown the E xpeRa- 
tion and the common Diſcourſe of the Jewiſh Nati» 


on 3 there wasalſo the Apearance of this New & Cct.11.9.46- 


Glorious 5tar ; and belides all this, 071,09 tels us 
vLncrrng; or Aaluo!es , ramAvSedouws arar þ eragyries, TNC 
Deviis did now find, that their Power was now 
ſuddenly Broken, they were diſabled from doing 
their uſual feates ; rhey couid nor now give theſe 


D z Magicians 


Orig. adv. 


Baſil A.de 
bum, Cbrifls 
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Magiciansin the Text thoſe aſſiſtances;which once 
they did 3 their Oracles began to be filenced, ous 
Þ ny, 5 og £7; 091187 a1 JÞDs5 5% br! ans KFTEUET aL , 8% £7, ſlvdig Age 
Crata. p.137- pxTa, B Kamaia orynral, & Ardaa; agur@ $. AmN ay, 
ſo Nazianvene. 


And that thefe Oracles ceaſed, either immedi-. 


ately upon, or within a very thort timeafrer, the 


birch of Chriſt, we-may well conjecture from :har- 


anſwers which the Devil of Delphos returned ro rhe 
Roman Emperour , who conſulted him, and thar 
Duplici Hecatombe ſaiuh Fevardentizs, with an ex- 


Iren, adv. + * . ; | 
lie L46.v6: traordinary Sacrifice, even-a double t:ecatombe 


Fevard. in 


But what ſaid the Devil being ſo highly treated? 


Nicephor. Me Puer Hebrew, &c. There is an Hebrew. Child, 


*3-6-37- thar ſtops our Mouthes, and commands. us back 


to Hell. | 
. Andtruly, this unexpeRed and ſuddain failing of 
the Devils Power, being added to the couſiderati- 


on of this ſtupendous Star, might well fill theſe. 
Magicians with wonder 3 and ove them juſt occaſion. 


10 beiieve, that there was now upon earth ſome 
Greater Power then that of Hell, though-where, 
and in what Perſon thac Power did refide, the Star 
as yer had not ſhewed them. 


_ 2+ Thereare others, who think that the birth of 


Chriſt, and the meaning of the Star, was revealed 


 totheſe Wiſe men inthe Text by the Miniſtry of 
ſome glorious Angel. 


They, who think that this Stat irs ſelf was an 


Angel, need go no further to find our theſe Wiſe 
menslntelligencer, But, beſtdes this opinion, there 
15a Iradition, which tels us, that there was both a 

Star 
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Star andan Angel too a litle Boy in the body of 
the Star, diſcourſing with theſe Wiſe men, inform- 
ingthem that the long expeted Meſſias was now 
newly born; and withal, commanding chem to £0 
and do, what they did. Bur the uncertainry of this 
leaves room for a Third opinion, which is more pro- 
bable, and that's this. | 

3. Thereare many,who ſuppoſe that theſe Wiſe 
men in the Text might take occaſion from the Ap- 
pearance of this Star to believe that the Meſlas was 
born, by virtue of a certain Divine Revelation, that 
was formerly made to Baalam, and ſtands Record- 


ed by Moſes thus. There ſhall come a Star ont of Fae Nem.24. 17, 


cob, and a Scepter ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, a Prophe- 

cy, which the Antient Jewes did certainly interpret 

of their Meſhasz which was ſo generally known 
and took for granted, rhar a cerrain Impoſtour, «vig Bong _ 
govinds of, angpaxds , fairh Euſebins ; Filins Mendacii, 

faid the Jeweszwho yet pretended to be the Chriſt, 

thought it his. great Concern' to Name himſclf 


219 mM The Sor of a Star : and thar he did, if Aynſ- Aynſwonhis - 


»o-th gueſſes right, with a cunning reſpec to this 5427: 


Predi&ion 5 though Grotixs thinks that he might 

take that name from the Place of his Birth or Habi- 

ration. 
Now, 'tis atteſted by ſeveral Aurhours,rhat theſe Gig: Nfl. 

Magicians in the Text were either of rhe Poſteriry per - Pugh 

of this Balaazz themſelves, ot ar leaſt next Neigh» 

bours to them, that certainly were ſo, And if ſo, 

is very like that they might know their Fore- 

fathers Prophecy , and what Interpretation was ©ypr-de ftel- 

generally pur uponit, and ſo mighr wait for its Ac-* © 9" 

compliſhmentr. . + , Tis 


pI WAGE NECES IN SAD 
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This being granted, 'tis. eaſy to think thet this 
ſo glorious a Star , {0 much differing irom all other 
Stars befides, might well mind thele Magicians ot 
their Fore-farhers Prephecy 3 and not oniy fo, bur 
the Appearance, and, as ſome think, rhe Long Con- 
tinuance of this Star, in Conjundion with other 
Circumftances, might poſſeſs them with a ſtrong be- 
lief, that the Jewiſh Prince, whom Balaam had 
| Prophecied of, was now actually born ; ſo thoughr 
Bs = St. Ba fel, TIegyanTelg. Th Benet dwarderTas Cc and ſo 
"oy chil, Origen, ids ©toonpray ty be2"#,% TyovTes Tas TH BaAtdyu 
gen. P. 592, eyrgyu7Rd, £5TA292h70 oc, SCeINg the Star, that Divine 
Ste Prodigy, and being acquainred with the Prophecy 
of Balaarm, they rook it for grented that the Meflt- 
aswas born ; and in confidence thereof they under- 
rook their Journey. and at length gave the Jewes 
this account of their ſo doing , We are come to IVor- 
ſip him. And here 4 things may be enquired into, 
1, Whence theſe Wiſe men came- 2, Wither, 
3: Vſhen, and 4. Why. 

I. We may conſider from Whence theſe Wiſe 
men did come, They came from Perſia, ſay ſome , 
from Arabia, ſay others, from Meſopotamia, ſaith 
a Third, from Ethiopia, faith a Fourth 3 but, be ir 
which it will, 'tis ſure that their way was Long,and 

NED their Journey great. | 
Tum. 2-p.3159. For, {c do «ll Interpreters tell us , They came 
Ciryl. Hem, upper, from far, ſo Aihanaſin: 3 they came, «n" 
- ob ye tres moav epcmuores, from a Conntry very remote, ſo 
Fee. 1. x.c.8. St. Chryjoſtem. Enſebins ſtiles their Journey, t- 
; TReaP"Vle oxy rogsier, ſO great a Journey 3 ſuch a Journey, ſaith 
|  / heophylans, as Tr equited, FoAvy yeovey 23-76 F odbiTociay, 


a 
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a great deal ct rimetogoirz and get perhaps not fo 
much as he imagined. | 

And how doth the PraQtiſe of theſe Magicians 
condemn many of Us, who declare to the world 
that we have nothing more of Chriſtianity, then 
the Name? The Texr tels us of certain Strangers, 
men of greatNote tn their Country,and came many 
Scores Of miles to find out, and wait upon our News 
born Saviour ; bur, alas! what do we do? we 
think it much to come One mile, perhaps one Fur- 
tong; nay, ſomerimes we will not come from the 
very next Door to worſhip God, ” 

Certainly, God is much more indulgent and kind 
to us of the Chriſtian Church, rhen ever he was to 
the Members of the Jewiſh, both as to the Materials 
and Circumſtances of his W orſhip. He requires 
nor from us either luch coſtly Sacrifices, or ſuch 
chargeable Journeys, as he did from them. For 
thus did Moſes command the Jewiſh nation, ' Three 
times inthe year ſhall all thy Males appear before the 
Lord God. But where muſt it be? at the Tabernacle 
where ever it ſhould be pitched 3 but afterwards at 
the Temple where ever it ſhould be built. W hich 
being at Hieruſaletn, the Evangeliſt ſairh, 1s Hiern - 


falem 3s the place where men ought to Worſhip. Beſides 


their Weekly ſervices in their Synzgogues, which 
anſwer to our Parochia! Churches ; the whole body 
of their Men, that were able to travel, ar what di- 
ſtant ſoever they dwelt, were commanded, ar three 
Solemn Feſtivals every year, to g0 up and worſhip 
at Hieruſalemz and our Saviour himſelf, whileſt he 
was yerbuta Child, diddo ſo, 


And 


Exod. 23-17. 
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And yet notwithſtanding this expreſs command 
from God 3 Jeroboam, that nororious Hipocrite, for 
his ownends, could tell the People thus, 7t# tog 
much for you to go up to Hierufalem, He leemes cun. 
ningly to conſult his Subjects eaſe ; but, in truth, 
his deſign was to ſettle himſelt rhe more firmly up« 


.on his Throne, | 


1 Reg. 12, 8. 


* And thus doth the Devil, for his own deſignes, 


dealwith many of us 3 rhough the Place, where we 


are more publickly and ſolemnly to worthip God, 
be at no great diſtances from us ; not half ſo far as 
the Markets and Faires, which we readily go r0z yet 
this cuaning Devil, tor the Eſtabliſhment of his own 
Kingdom, is apt to tell us, either more immediately 
by himſelf, by our own ſeduced Hearts, or elſe by 
ſuch and ſuch curſed Tooles and Inſtruments of his, 
Tt is too much for you to go up to the Temple of God. 
And that the Enemy of our Salvation may have the 
fairer pretence to withdraw filly ſouls from-our So- 
lemna Afﬀemblies, he takes the ſame courſe, which 
Jeroboam did, He ſets up his Calves in Dar and Be- 
thel, an Anabapuiſt prating in this Conventicle, 
and a Quaker 1ntnart ; Only here's the difference, 


whereas Jeroboams's Calves were made of Gold, theſe 
of ours are made of a far more ignoble Metal; Men | 


{o Dull, Heavy, and Ignorant; but withall, ſo Pre- 
ſuming, Bold, and Confident; as if their Skuls were 
made of Lead,and their Browes of Braſs. 

. . But were all qur Calves like his, Golden Ones 
andeed ;3 'weteall the Teachers of our Private meet- 
ings perſons of Inoffenſive lives, and as Choyce A- 
bilities as ſome few of oux Diſſcatersare or have 
> Ep been ; 


= - 
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been 3 yet methinks to worſhip our Godin Dan 
and Bethel, when we ſhould be doing it at+ Hierwu/a- 
lem; to worthip God in this' Corner: and that, 
when we ſhould bein the Temple, were a thin 
more inexcuſable in. Us then in the Jewes, becxuls 
We have not ſo fair a Pretence for ith, as They. 

For, we- cannot. well pretend , what Jeroboar 
did, It is too much for you to go up- to Hieruſale, 
the Way is too Long, and the Charge too Greatz 


Their Temple ſtood ara fargreater diſtance from 
moſt of them, then our Churches do from us. Bux 


ſuppoſe we were at much greater diſtances from-the 
place of Gods publick worſhipthen indeed we are 
yet to encourage our Coming to it for the more ſo- 
lemn ſervice of our God, we have a fair example in 
the Texts where we find ſome Perſons. of Conli- 
derable Quality, Men of Great Parts and Learn- 
ing , Wiſe !men , who did-nvt ſtick to come. a 
very great number of Miles purpolely to at- 
tend our bleſſed Sxviour, and ſhew him thar re- 
ſpe&, which was his due ; for, they tell us, Ve are 
come toVyorſhip him Come, though their. way was 
Long, and their Journey exceedifig great. © - _ -- 
--2. We may conſider the Place, whereunto 
theſe Wiſe men came, Whar the Firſt place was, 
the Evangeliſt tells us, There came Wiſe men from 
Ea#t to Hiernſalem, but why (0'? Hietuſalem was 
nor rhe Place of our Saviours Birch, and whae then 
did thefe Wiſe men there? © + fo, 

 *Tis (ure, tharas yet they did not. know in what 


particular place the Meſſias was to be born :;: and as Bil.de bun, 


for the Mar, egaring ny, ſaith St. *Baſp I: that had now 
withdrawn 


Mar, a. vr. 


Ch1iſti Ger. 
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Aug. Ser, Withdeawai It ſelf. 8 diſappeared. Whereupon thete 
in Eih.  Wide-memry having. Loft their Guide, and being 
wholely left to-themſelyes and. their own Conjec- 

wres,, thought_ir much more likely ro find this 

Royal. Babe .in the Royal City rather then in any 
otherplace whatſoever; hs Wer Ca oſt 2p 00 
«Bux fince-qur blefled Javicur- was. not now to 

Non 1t 4 #4. : . _ p - 
ts ef, ut Ree FAME Ito; the: world. with thar Magniticence and 
Les naſcuntir plendour, which commonly artends the Birrh of 
Nb Secular Princes 3 figcehe was'to. appear in a ſtate 
Zpiph, of Humiliation; :and in.che form of a Servant rathee 
| then that. ofa Temporal King, ſuch as thele Wiſe 
pen. thought him zi-that the Place of his Birth mighx 
be ſutable ro its other Circumſtances, 1t mult nor 
be the. Great Metropolis , but a Litle Lown; and 
there tog, ,. .no. well Furniſhed Chamber , bur a 
Stables. EL rr Eo 

- 'Elys heiog a thing, which theſe Wiſe men could 
nEeYes have imagined, God was pleaſed to ſendthem 
to Bierufalem , thereto receive Information from 


Eovd and Holy. God! who would not condut 

- theſe, Wiſe men directly and.immediately ro Berh- 
_.:.. . them} bur he was pleaſed to lead them firſt to 
y On Hieruſalem 


$4 
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Hieruſalem, deficning thereby as to repro2ch the  Magornm 76 


Jewiſh Nation-for their groſs Infidelity, ſo to ſend 0p ag 


theſe Strangers home with the greater fatrsfaction, motium Ceci. 


and {tr ON Fer Fa 41 tatis 7 udedin, 


Aug, Ser, 2. 


3. We may confider the: Gircimſtaiice of Time, in tpiph, 


when theie Wiſe men came.Fn order to this;we, ſhall 
enquire into theſe Three things. 1, When oY 
Star, which occafioned their Journey, might” 
appear. 2. When theſe Wiſe men, upon the Ap- 
pearance of this Star, might Firſt enter upon their 
Journey. 3. Within what Space their journey 
might be compleared. As to- every one of thels 
Particulars, I finda variery of opinions - amongſt 0 oe 
Interpreters, who are led only by Probabilities and | 
Circumſtances, there being nothing certain in any - 
one of out Evanoeliſts to determine the matter this 
way or that. - For, 

I. -There'is no Text, which” fpecifierh”* the Pre- 
ciſe time, when this Star did Firſt appear. . There 
15 litle ſaid more then this, Pe have ſeen his Star in 
the Fly bur when they faw it Firſt, they haye not. 
told us. 

| The preciſe! rime 6f this £ <tits fiſt appearing | be-, 
ing lefr-by 6ar Evangefiſtsat great uncertainties, 
Bxpoſitors/ have took their liberty to.make their 
ſeveral Conjectures, and thius they do-it. Theo= _ 
?hy'a®# faith, Hes Prwmmndirig $ Kveloragern, "Thi $'Star "3 —_ 
appears before « our Lord wasborntz bur how 6ng ? Reon 
SE Chryſoſtom anſwers, ae} moms abs; Kvery Con- cj mom; 
ſiderable time before ; and what that tine might be, s. ix Match. 
St. Aztine telis us more particnlarly thus, Arte fir- E > "9a 

a7; 0199. 

me vienniun; Almoſt Two years before. 


E 2 And 
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And why the Star ſhould appar to theſe Wiſe 
men ſo long before our Saviours Birth, « Acophylack 
0 gives usthis Reaſon, winner mAYy GVAMTRAY Yeover x7 mluy 
ws 3mge, So fardiſtant from Bethlehem was their 
habiration, that bad not the Star given them warn- 
ing of Saviours approaching Nativity ſo Long be- 
fore hand, they could not have come timely enough 
io the place of his birth to find him there,and to do 
what they did, - | 
"But notwithſtanding this opinion of theſe emi- 
nent men, thus backed with ſo confiderable a Rea- 
Bf. 2. 7, {0D5 Other Interpreters are ofa different judgment. 
bum, Chrifti For; Great St.B aft tells us, Edewgsy  ASten Th jvrnon F 
Gener.p. $91, Kuels immyarencyrm. The Wiſe men faw the Star ari- 


Orioen ay, BOS At Our Lords Birth 3 and before him Origen, 
Cell.l.2-p, 45. T Srevuaco? om Ty Araoer cuTy "Acte2 ardTeruAKENGL 4 What 
wonder is it, that ſuch a Star ſhould ariſe, not, be. 
fore, but #33. #t, the birth of ſo great a Perſon ? So 
they. Ee - Gn 3 Php n= | 
_ 2. There isno Text, which ſpecifieth the preciſe 
rime, When theſe Wiſe men did firſt begin their 

Journey. CO . 

Thar they did not ſet out Immediately upon rhe 
very firſt Appearance of this Star, may well be 
oveſled ; for, 'tis not likely, that ſuck Great and 
Prudent Perſons would , rathly and on a ſudden, 

. © ©: Undertake ſolong a journey, No,before they did, 
To. yy St, Baſel rels US,. 7 "ASERS bt Ter0; iSfage?, --T hey took 
yerers 7+ $91. ſome time ro.conteiplate this Star , and maturely 

- * © Conſider what it meant, | 
Andalrhough we ſhould ſuppoſe the Appearance 
| of this Star many Months befor our Saviours birth g 
| : yet 


Gf 4 FF * 


( 32 ) 


yet that theſe Wiſe men were not certainly inform- 
ed what this Star did fignifie, till Chriſt was acn- 
ally born, ſeemes to b2 Sr. Auſtin's judgment ; for 
thus he tells us, Eo dt', quo natus eſt Stellam v.d-- 
runt 5 & quem natum indicaverit, agnoverumnt, 
The ſame day, wherein Chriſt was born , they ſaw 
the Star ; avd whoſe Birth it ſignified, they knew 3 
and being now ſatisfied of this, Ex il'o die, &*c. 
faith he, from That very day they began their 
journey , though Theophylad giveitan Earlier Epo« 
cha, and a much longer date. Bur 

3. There is no Text, which denotes the Preciſe 
time, when theſe Wiſe men Arrived at Hieruſalem, 
and went from rhence to Bethlehem. 

The Evangeliſt ſaith no more then this, her 
Feſus was born there came Wiſe men to Jeruſalem, 
but when they came, how ſoon, or how long after 
his birth, he dorh not tell us. 

Theophyla&® mentions,but withal rejeQs, the opi- 
nion of ſome,who thought that theſeWiſe men were 
ſo Long in coming, that when they cam? they found 
him 9: %m, Two yearsSold. For which Conjecture 
there is no other ground, fave only that bloudy 
command of Herod for the Murdering of all Infants 
thereabouts, which were of that age or under. 

But this Reaſon will not do; ir will not follow, 
that our blefſed Saviour muſt then be Two years 
old, becauſe ſuch a mercileſs Tyrant; inthe exceſs 
of his Cruelry, and as hethought, in the depth of 
his Policy, toſecure himſelt of this bleſſed Babe a- 
mongſt rhe reſt, judged it his concern to murther 
2ll other Jnfants that were fo 

&h JMGAUL) Uak WEED That 
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That theſe Wiſe men came at leaſt within Forty 
daies afrer our Saviours birth ; ſeems evident 
from our Evangeliſts ; who tell us , that within 
that ſpace of time he was removed from Bethlehem, 
where yet the Wiſe men found him. St. Chry- 
Joftom ſaith, Tiggotuurey &v, avdgoa!cls, They worſhiped 
him being yer in his Swadling Clouts ; and Sr, 
Auſtine. ſaith ad Cunabula pervererunt, They came 
to his Cradle, and leſt that expreſſion ſhould not 
be enough to prove his being ſtill ar Bethlehem, and 
leſs rhen Two years old, he elſewhete tels us. Tn 
Preſepi tunc jacebat, He yet lay in the Manger, which 
doubtleſs he did not very long. _ 

No ; 'tis believed that theſe Wile men were at 
Bethlebem on the Twelfth day after that of Saviqurs 
birth 3 ſo teſtifieth Sr. Auſtize, who ſpeaks of the 
Epiphany thus, Hac die magi Dominum noſtrum ado- 
rafſe perhii entur, The Wiſe men are reported t0 
have worſhiped our Lord upon This day ; and that 


.Hammondus nor in the Anniverſary return ofthat day in the 


1} locum, 


Avg. Ser. 
7.13 Fpiph, 


next year, as ſome have thought ; bur in the ſelf 
ſame year, wherein Chriſt was born, the very Fuſt 
Twelfih day from his Nativity. That this muſt 
needs be Sr. Auſtine's meaning, is evident from 
what he ſaith elſewhere. For, having newly men- 
tioned the birth of Ghriſt,. he.adds theſe. words, 
Pancis diebus inde tranſafis, hodjie magi ab oxicate - 
veniſſe credyntur, The Wiſe.men from the Eaſt are 
believed to have come this day, being but- a few 
Caies after that of our Saviours birth. - | 

. Andif. lp, we muſt needs granz, that when once 
they were ſatisfied & tylly-intormed, whas the Star 
EE 4 did 
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did mean, and that our Saviour was now newly 
Born, they made very little delay, at leaſt if the 
Star appeared nor, till his birth was over. Bur 
they quickly mounted their ſwifreſt beaſts, their 
Camels, ſay fome ; their Dremedaries, ſay others, 
that ſo they mighr with the more ſpeed attend up- 
on our New-born Jefus. . | 

And doth not this Pradtiſe of theirs condemn a 
great deal of ours? For, when they came to wor- 
ſhip our blefſed Saviour, rhey were very Nimble at 
It ; quick, even to admiration. For, conſidering 
the great diſtance of their own dwellings from the 
place of our Saviours birth, the difficulty and won- 
der of their coming ſo ſoon, 1s one of the greateſt 
Arguments, that are urged againſt jt. But ir ſeems, 
come they did, a vaſt Journey, fome hundreds of 
Miles; and yer wirhin a very few daies too, 

Such was the Prattife of theſe Men in the Text x 
but pray tell me whar is ours? Certainly, we have 
as much need, as great Realon, as high Obligati- 
ons, and many more Invitations ro worſhip Chriſt, 


then they- What Invitations they had, more then 


that one of a Star, we are not ſure, Bur ſuppoſe 
that according to rhe ſeveral ConjeQures of Inter- 
prerers, they knew and reſted upon the old Pro- 
phecy of 84laam; or, ſuppoſe they yad tome glo- 
rious Angel to be their Informer, yet their Ad- 
vantages of knowing Chriſt were not like ours. 
For, whereas they had a Star to guide them, we 
have a Sun 3 whereas they had one ſingle Prophe- 
cy, that was Myſterious and dark, we have a grear 
many cleer ones; and whereas *tis poſhble thac 


hey 
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they might have an Angel to inftru@ them, "tis ſure 


that we have a God, | 

And fince our Informations concerning Chriſt are 
more and much clearer then theirs were,let us con. 
fider whether our PraRice be ſateable to our know- 
fedg z whether we attend our Saviours ſervice with 
the ſame readineſs and eagerneſs as theſe Men did. 

For, no ſooner were theſe Wiſe men ſatisfied of 
our Saviours birth , but away- they went , that 
they. might wait upon him with all ſpeed imagi- 
nable. The fame thing the Evangeliſt obſerves 
of the Sheepherds tooz tor, when the Angel had 
informed rhem rhat Chriſt was born, relling them 
the Place, whereinthey might find him; and giving 
them a Sign, whereby they might know him, the 
Text faith, they came with haſt,rhey did not loyter 
and delay their Attendance , as we do. 

There is nota man amongſt us, but 15 ſufficient- 
ly inſtructed where our blefled Saviour muſt now 
be waited on 3 not in a dirty Stable, notin a Barn, 
but 1n his Holy Temple ; nor lying in a Manger, 


a7 ? =. poern 


bur walking in the midſt of his GoldenCandleſticks, 


And perhaps we are ſo conformeable to the Antieng 
PraQtice of all other Churches, and the preſent 
Commands of our own; as that we do repair to 


thoſe Places, that are conſecratedand ſet apart for 


the Publickand Solemn worſhip of our Holy God. 
But, are weas quick. as the men in the Text 2 alas ! 
we are generally too flow and backward 3 we arc 
ealily derained from the Temple of God, and tha] 
perhaps by Profaneſs and [rreligion 3 perhaps by 


ſome trivial buiſineſs,; perhaps by ſome idle and 


wicked 
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wicked Companions ; upon one account or other, 
ie do not come to attend our blefſed Saviour, *rill 
the better part of his ſervice be over, 

Sure 1 am, this of ours, as 'tis bad in irs ſelf, fo 
is ita very ſad thing in irs Sgnification too: for, 'tis 
a ſhrewd Symptom that our Hearts are naught ; ic 
berrayes the Hypocrily of our Spirits, and gives 
the World juſt occaſion to ſulpea, that although 
we do ar length betake our ſelves to the Publick 
Service of God, yet we doit againſt our Inclinati- 
ons. For, were we as willing to attend our blefled 
Saviour, as the Shepherds or the Magicians 
were 3 there is nothing, bur invincible necel(- 
ſity that ſhould hinderus from being with him as 
quicky as They; who tell us inthe Text we are 
come, and upon what Errand they came, the next 
words inform Us*, eyoxurixet wr, we are come tt 
worſhip him, concerning which we may enquire in- 
ro theſe Two things. Firſt what that worſhip was, 
which theſe Wiſe men gave to Chriſt, Second why 
they didit. Asto the Firſt, their worſhip conſiſted 
in theſe Two things 5 Ds | 

Firſt, One part of their worſhip, Homage, and 
Reſpect to Chriſt, did confiſt in their Humble De- 
porment and Reverential behaviour whileſt rhey 
were in his Preſence. . 

The Evangeliſt tels u$,when they ſaw the young 14. -. i;; 
Child, 70175 acgoryey, They fell down and wor- 
thiped 3 not only with their Knees ; bur, if Fra/- 
mus gueſieright, Proſftrati, they fell wirh their very 
Faces down to the grounds They did, what Grot7- Grotius 8 
5 Oblerves out of Livy, More adorantium procubue- 

rant. 
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runt, They Fell down, as men are wont to doin 


x ©or.14- 25+ the higheſt At of Adoration. S0 he in ST. P rw, 
MO falling down on his face, be will worſhip Go4;] lo Job, 


He fell down-0 the ground and Wor ſhiped. Certains 
ly there is no geſture imaginable, whereby the men. 
in the Text couid poſſibly have expreſſed a greater 
Inward Venerauon and refpe io Chriſt, then they 


did by This.. 


And how ſtands the caſe with us in this Particu- 
lar? when we come to worſhip our bleſſed Saviour, 
25 theſe men did, whar Geſtures do we uſe < are we 
in all our Addrefles to God, as Humble and Reve- 
Tent as They © are we upon our Faces or Knees ? are 
we down upon the Earth, and,were it in our power, 
would we yet be Lower ftill? No; we are, many 

of us, grown-too Fold with Heaven 3 fo Rude and. 
Slovenly are we in our addreflesto rhe Son of God, 
that, we, behave our ſelves towards him, as if we 
were, not Servants, not Pcritioners, but rather 
his Equals. When we are in his Preſence z when. 
weſpeak to him, orhe to us, ſo clownith. and un« 
mannerly are we in our deportment towards him 3 
that he might well fay to vs, ,what an Emperour 
once did toa ſawcy Petitioner, Nefczvi me tibr efſe 
tam fimiliarem, | did nor know that you and I 
were ſo familiar. | 
Bur O ! may me learh a more Chriſtian behaviour 
in our worthip of God even from theſe very Pagsns 
in the 1 ext | 1hey f. 11 down and i o:ſhiped, There 
15 no one Poſture, that can.poſſibly become us moce 
then this ; theſe men have ſet us ſuch a Copy, as 
we cannot mens, but ſhould Tranſcribe z my 
avec. 
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have given ns ſuch an Example, as we cannot better, 


but yer muſt Imitateand Reach. 


Secondly, Another Partrfof thar Worſhip, Re- 
ſpet and Homage, which theſe Wiſe men thewed 


towards our blefſed Saviour, did conſiſt in rhoſe 


Preſents, which they gave him. £ 

The Text ſaith, ibey preſented unto him Gifts, ys xx 
but whar were rheſe Gitfrs-of Theirs ? Such doubt= 
leſs as were ſuteable to the preſent Condition and 
Quality of his Perſon ; Gold, Frankincenſe and 
Myrrhe, but how much of thefe © the Contexc 
gives us a fair Intimation, rhat the Quantity was 


confiderable -N for, the Evangeliſt tels US, eroifarres 
Qnoxvgds, When they had opened th-ir Treaſures, they 


preſented nnto him Gifts, Certainly, they, who were 
ſo Great men, who came ſolong a Journey pur- 
poſely ro teſtify their Reſpe&s to our blefled Sa- 


wviour, and in order thereunto brought their Trea- 


ſures with them, would never preſent him with 
any {mall Trifle, a little Gold, a little Frankincenſe, 
a lixtle Myrrhe, ſome trivial matter, which mighr 
have ſeemed an Affront rather then a Reſpe&. And 
thar their Preſents were indeed no (mall Ones, we 
ſhall che more eaſily be inducedto believe, if 
Secondly, we ſhall conſider the Motiveof their 
Teſpe& ro Chriſt, the Ground and reaſon why they 
worſhiped and preſented him ſoand ſo. 
-.Pait all peradvenrure they did not do, whar 
they did, from any d-figns of their Own, ſuch ar 
leaſt as related to the advantages of this World. 
"Tis 5t. Chryſoftom's demand, moiz «4I3y ixms, &fc. Clrylolt. 
What hopes could they have to receive any Ad- me 2, 
F 2 Vancements 


x - P py ® 
- 5 Ao. m— Y on Goo 
YE On. Mn] . 
n 6 - , md ALE Cy x2 i: +, . 7 - . 
4 _. _= ”o - Ek vx; Og na >> ” > it batt af NES IJ, v7 % % - _—” _— 
'S £4 55 37 v «28 & > os Se. on my. K+ 
5 OS —*% i $5 bac *. 


Pins ty 1" weeaG __ : 
: ANG. > ERS = ";2> m D, fo op LN, IRS Ko ee IF 4 n, _ > oh A __ we FT Ls , og EE £ \ ; : 
© Os RIES I ay 2 k ; — : rh 
by J 
| 


x vancements or Honours from a new born Babe, and 
f ſuch a Babe , whom they found yer lying in a 
ij Manger? No ; the great Motive, why they came 
| + and worſhiped him, was the Conſideration of his 
Perſon. Whether they were ſatisfied of his Digni- 


-—  —_——— - 
dQ 


a - nity by the Appearance of his elorious Star; or 
$i WT whether they underſtood his Grearneſs by the Pro- | 
|] hire phecy-of Balaam, 07 the Information of an Angel 
| we have reaſon to think, that one way or other | 
- rhey were convinced, that our bleſſed Saviour was 
e 


the very greateſt and moſt honourable Perſon, that | 
the World ere ſaw. *Tis eaſy to believe, that they | 
conceived theſe Two Nouions of him ; | 
} Firſt, 'Tis very reaſonable to believe that they 
| took him to be ſomewhat more then an Ordinary 
Prince, 
wa: | Indeed, when they came to Hieruſalem , their | 
T7 H#4,222 Jemand was only this ; Where 7s he, that is born 
King of the Fews © Bur did they think him an Or= 
dinary King ? If ſo, what meant they by their com- * 
Ing thither, and that , & not7s Nagiuancs, from fo: 
8-8 Chryſoſt. ab; STEATA diſtance, purpolely to adore him? Suppoſe 
i | oe? it were, aS St, Chryſoflom ſpeaks, viwos x, Fdes, the 
| | cuſtom and faſhion of thoſe Eaſtern Countries to. 
congratulate the birth of Princes, and welcome ſuch 
Royal Babes into the World with rich and various 
Preſents ; yet this reſpe& was never ſhewed to any 
New-born King, but ſuch as were their Neigh- 
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| bours 

| Aup, Ser.z> *T'1s the obſervation of St. Auſtine, Multi jam 
| | ” Epiph. ati Reges Judgorum, We read "_ Kings for- 
| | merly bojn in the Jewiſh Nation 3 but, amongſt 


them 


Cn - 

them all,never was there fo much as one, that was 
treated, even in his Cradle, with ſo much reſpect 
from ſtrangerss Wherefore fince theſe Perſons 
in the Text, being men both Great and Wile, did 
think fit to travel ſo many Miles inro a ſtrange 
Land, and to carry their Treaſures with them, 
thereby 10 teſtify their reſpeR and their Homage to 
our New-born Saviour ; ſuch an addreſs as rhis, 
being without any Precedent, and beyond all Ex- 
amples, looks like an Argument, that they believed 
him ro be, not only a King ; but, as indeed he was, 
the King of Kings, ſuch a King as the World never 
had beſides, 

Secondly, *Tis not hard to believe that theſe 
Wile men in the Text had received ſome Informa= 
tions of our bleſſed Saviours Divinity too. 

True it is, when they came to Bethlehem, they 
found nothing ar all about him, that might ſhew 
him to be, whar indeed he was. They there ſaw 
no Stately Palace, no Bed of State, no Golden 
Cradle, no glorious Mantles, no.ſuch Attendance, 
nothing of rhar Splendour, that might be ſuteable 
to a Royal Babe, much leſs ro a Son of God. Had 


they conceived no other Apprehenſions of tim, then 


ſuch as might have been framed from his Preſent 


Circumſtances, they would have been ſo far from 


reverencing him, as a God ; that they might very 
jaſtly have chought him one ofthe Lowelt of Men. 


Pur although they found him in a Stable, 1n ſor-. 


ry Raggs, in a Manger or, which was almoſt a 
thing as mean, ina Poor Mothers Arms, withouc 


any thing of Attendance near him; yer norwith=. 
ſtanding, 
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ſtanding all theſe diſcouragements , they did the 
thing, for which they were come, and that was 
this, [1sow7ss apoouurey, 'TIney fell down and wot- 
ſhiped him. ET: 

' . Gror. inlo. *Tis the Obſervation of Grotigs, that this kind 
be af of Adoration, rhough rhe Grecians would never 
ut Kegis con- ſhew it 10 any mortal Man, yer Was it uſed in thoſe 
| 4,9 ar1 Eaſtern Countries, from- whence theſe Wiſe men 
35 confabu= Came, rowards their Kings and Princes. But (ure- 
Tos ly had theſe Perſons in rhe Text rook their mea» 
nr aaa eng ſares of our bleſled Saviour barely from thoſe Cir- 
beat adoratio= Cymſtances, wherein they found him 3 they mighr 
m0 have forborn their intended worſhip , baving as 
Antiq, I. 11. little reaſon from any thing about him to think him 
a King, as God. 

Bur that from ſome Information or other they 
were ſatisfied ofhis Deity, St. Auſt:ne doth plain- 
ly tell us, Deum cognover ant, They -knew-him to be 
© Chilcidus God 4 ſo he. And long before him, Chalcidins, a 
> hong Pagan Writer and a Platonick Philoſopher, ſpeaks 

: of them thus . Dicuntur queſtſſe recenter ortuant 
Dei, &*c. They are ſaid to have enquired for a God 
late born, and according ro rhar apprehenſion of 
theirs , Vota tarto Deo convenientia HUNcuparuMni, 
They preſented him wich ſuch Gblations, as were 
lureable ro the Majeſty of ſo Great a God. 

 Therruth is; that common Interpretation, which 

the Eathers do generally paſs upon theſe Wiſe mens 
Preſents, do ſcem to intimate their belief , thar 

theſe Magicians had ſome apprehenfions, that rhis 

PE cr _ New-born Babe was, ©«'»8gores, God:and Man too, 
O09” avbsri0 m Un Org 4 evipens, One compounded and 
: made 
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made up of God and Man, as Origen ſpeaks. That 
they ha4 inſteed ſuch Conceptions of him were a 
thing very eaſy 10 be believed, if we can bur ſup 
pole that Tacſe Wiſe men themſelves had, in the 
Choyce of their reſpeQive ofterings, any Conſi- 
deration of choſe things, which the Fathers genes 
rally aſcribe unto them. 

Whar their Preſents were, the Evangeliſt tels us. 
Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrhe, but why theſe 
rather then any think elſe? Did the Provider.ce of 
God ſo order the matter, that theſe Magicians 
ſhouid , by a kind of ſecret Inſtin@, bring his . 
New-born Son this preſent of Gold, that he might 
be providcd with ſomething to bear his Charges 
1810 A:ypr, and keep him and his Parents during 
the rime of their approaching Exile there> Were 
this ſuppoled, as to their Gold, yer what means - 
their Frankincenſe and Myrrhe ? did they preſent 
him with Myrrhe to anoint and cheer his render 
Body ; an, as St. 5: 7na-d fancierh, with Frankin= gpernargus 
cenſe to perfume and ſweeren that naſty Stable, is ſertez!. y. 
wherein they found him? Had God any particu. i 
lar and ſpecial defign in all this? Or did the Wiſe 
men themſelves, of their own motion, pitch upon 
theſe Preſents, bare-y as being the Choyceſt Com- 
modities, Which thetr own Country did afford 
them ? : 

Thar there was ſome Significancy in-them; and 
that theſ- Magicians did, through a Divine Im- 
pulſe upon their Spirits > make choyce of. thele. 
particular Preſents rather then any orher marrers . 
whatſoever, nor barely for the Value of the Things 
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themſelves, but rather from a reſpect had to the 
| % Quality of our Saviours Perſon, 15, fo far as I can 
| 4 wenzuc ads, AndgEhe Univerſal opinion ol the Fatners. Treneus 
' vh : 2 
q Her, {, 3.cap. tels US, Per ea, gue obtulerunt, munera, often 1e- 
I0. runt quid erat, quod odorabatur, They declared by 
their Gifts, who and what manner of Perſon he 
| | was, Whom they adored. Thus doth Great Sr. 
{| Bafil, 2.de Baſil teſtify, xquo3r,us beams, They gave him Gold, 
 hun.Ghilh 2510 a King, >/bew , & £43, faith Gregory Nyſſene, 


| 
Gener. Þ. $92. : j J 
; Gre Nor they gave their Frankincenſe to him, as to a God, 
{ 
| 


3” - a and as for their Myrrhe, a thing uſed in the Em- 
nat at, Þ. 702. 


\ 
© . 


blaming of Dead Bodies to preſerve them from 

| Putrefaftion , they gave him this, & rexe#, fairh 

i ny, Loogy Gregory NazZianZene , Or, aS Origen phraſeth it : 

x 38. © ſomewhat better, &; r-Irutopip, aS to a mortal 

| Orig. adv. Man, who was to Die and be Buried, but withal 

' p. 4g 1- toſeeno Corruption. | | 

| And if we may ſuppoſe that the Wiſe men in the 
Text had indeed theſe Apprehenſions concerning 
Chriſt; if we may take itfor granted, that not- 

WW: withſtanding the great Poverty of his preſent. Con- 

-þ dition they did yer believe him to be a King and a 

| God; we have very little reaſon to wonder thar 

| { they ſhould come ſo many Miles to attend, wor- 

ſhip, and preſent him lo and ſo. 

"Tis far greater wonder, that we, who arc the 

Ki: Members of the Chriſtian Church, ſhould fall ſo 


ſhip 
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ſhip his Son, had alſo himſelf raught themy that he 
was his Son indeed ; yer 'tis noteaſy to imavine 
that theſe Wiſe men ſhould know as much concern. 
ing our Saviour, being then bur in his Cradle, as 
we do now. "Tis like enough thatthey might hear 
him Crying like a Child in his Mothers Armes ; 
perhaps they might. ſee him, like other Babes, 


Sucking his Mothers Breafts; 'tis certain that 


they could then {ee nothing about him with an Eye 
of Fleſh, but ſuch mean Circumſtances, as might 
have rendred him an Obje& rather of Compaſſion 
and Pity then of Worſhip and Adoration. We 


cannot ſay, that They did then foreſee, what we 


donow know of Chriſt 3 rhe ſtupendious Miracles 
of his Life, the mighry wonders of his Death, his 
Raiſing himſelf and others from their Graves ; and 
whether they had yet any diſtin& and explicite be- 
licf of his Aſcenſion into Heaven, and his Seffion 
ar Gods Right Hand, we cannot tell. 

But yet notwithſtanding, though rhey (aw ſuffi- 
cient Evidences of his preſent Poverty, bur poſli- 
bly as yer knew very little of his Furure Glory, 
having ſeen no other viſible Character thereof, for 
oughr we know, fave only tharof rhe Star ; yet, 
as St. Bernard ſpeaks, Procidunt, They fall down 
before him, YVeneraniur, ut Regem ;, adorant , ut 
Deum, they Worſhip him, as a King ; and which 
is infinitely more, they Adore him, as a Gcd, 

And 1t fo, how much moreare we obliged to do 
fo, who have his Gofvbel, and are acquainted with 
allthe Stories which concern him? We do not now 
(ce him in a Stable, but do verily believe him to be 

G upon 
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S. rone 3 We do not now find him in the 
= py his Poor Mother, but do believe 
him ro fic arthe Right Hand of God, his Father; 
what Signal Teſtimonials he had of his Divinity. 
horh from Heaven and Hell ; from the voyce of his 
Bather.from the deſcent of his Spirit, and from the 


Confeſſions of the very Devils themlelves , *tis 
like enough, that theſe Wiſe menin the Lext did 
never know,. as we do. 'Tis very probable, thar. 


they might be all in their Grayes , before our 


blefſed Saviour did manifeſt any thing of his Glory; 
and by. his holy Life , excellenr DodErine , and- 


mighty, Works. declare himſelf to be rhe Son of 
God, | 


And if They, long before any thing of this was. 


done, did thus adore him, even when he was bur a 
Babe, and that, inall ourward Appearance, but a 
very Poor one too, what then ſhould we do? We, 
who know what incomparable Sermons he Preach- 
ed, and what ſtupendious Miracles he wrought ; 
We, who find him {o often waited on by glorious 
Angels; We, who may.well be ſuppoſed ro -have 
wany more Demonſtrations of his Deity then theſe 
great Men in the Text, what-muſt'we do? 

'Tell me, fhall we, who have a long time pro- 
teſſed the name of Chriſt, deal more rudely with 
him, then rheſe Magicians did, who were mere 
Strangers to him and Proſelytes but of a Day ? 


They came a long Journey to Worſhip him, and 


ſhall we think much to ſtep over the Threſhold? 
They fell down before him in a Stable, and ſhall not 
we doas much ing Church ? They preſented him 

Ez | with 
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with Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrrhe ; and haye . 
we juſt nothing for him? Re was pleaſed i0 eive 
himſelt þoth ro and for the Sonns of Men, and ſhall 
je make him no Returns art all? Yes ; let us Pre- 
nt him with our ſelves, and when we do ſo. we 
{hall but give him, whar's his own, | 

Let us ſhew our ſelves to belike the Perſons in 
the Text , Wiſe men indeed, by offering to our 
bleſſed Saviour the ſelf ſame Preſents, which They 
did. Let us give him ſomething of our Gold by 
works of Charity to his diſtreſſed Members; Ler 
us give him ſomething of our Spiritual Myrrh by 
the Purity of our Lives, and Ads of Mortificati- 
on; let us alſo preſent him with our Spiritual 
Frankincenſe by our Prayers and Praiſes in this 
World, that ſo we may doitin the next by our 


Thanksgivings, Doxologies, and Hallelujah's, for: 
eyerand ever, 


Avza Ot9, 


